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INTRODUCTION 


By universal acclamation the biographies of Johnson 
by Boswell and of Scott by Lockhart are accepted as the 
foremost achievements in English literary biography. 
Between these books and all other literary biographies 
in our language there is a great gulf fixed. Jobnson’s 
biographer bad a subject peculiarly imposing. The 
king of later eighteenth-century literature, the oracle 
of his age, the friend of Burke and of Goldsmith must 
of necessity have made a fascinating topic for succeeding 
times. In his biographer also he was fortunate. A 
literary expert, a friend of years, of boundless zeal 
and enthusiasm, and well-nigh limitless indiscretion, 
Boswell alone in his era had the qualifications, as he 
had also the subject-matter for a perfect biography. 
Scarcely less fortunate are we in the ‘Life of Scott.’ 
The greatest figure in our nineteenth-century litera- 
tare—with the possible exception of Byron—Sir Walter 
Scott was not only its most successful novelist and one 
of ite moet popular poets, but he had surveyed many 
fields of learning with amazing skill and industry. He 
had been brought into contact with all the notable men 
of his age. The biographer of Napoleon Bonaparte, the 
historian of Scotland, the editor of Swift and of Dryden 
—scarcely one of his ninety volumes but still survives 
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which still sell in countless thousands and in edition 
after edition. 

Whatever may have been the sorrows ot her lite 
Charlotte Brontié was so far fortunate in death in that 
her biography was written by the one woman among 
her contemporaries who had the most genuine fitness 
for the task. The result was to solidify the reputation 
of both. Mrs. Gaskell will live not only by a number 
of interesting novels but also by this memoir of her 
friend. Charlotte Bronté would have lived in any case 
by her four powerful stories; but her fame has been 
made thrice secure through the ever popular biography 
of her from the pen of Mrs. Gaskell, of which we have 
here a new edition. 

If it be granted that Mrs. Gaskell’s * Life of Charlotte 
Bronti:’ is a classic, it may be urged with pertinence 
that the rough hand of editor or annotator should never 
be placed upon a classic without apology. Justification 
may, however, be found, it is hoped, in the addition of 
new material unknown to the original author. If an 
apology is due it must be rendered first of all to the 
memory of Mrs. Gaskell and afterwards to her surviv- 
ing friends and relatives. The editor has so far recog- 
nised this in that he has aimed at adding no single note 
or line that Mrs. (iaskell, were she still alive, would not, 
he believes. have cordially approved. He would urge 
further that Boswell's ‘Johnson’ was edited within a 
few years of its author's death, with the result that no. 
edition is now published that lacks the notes of Edmund 
Malone.’ Malone added new letters and new facts, and 








* Full recognition has never been rendered to Malone's services. 
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4. Pictures of the Past, By Francis H. Grundy. Griffith & Farran, 
1879. 
5. Emily Brot. By A. Mary F. Robinson. W. H. Allen é& Co., 1883. 
6. The Birthplace of Charlotte Bronté, By William Scruton. Leeds: 
Fletcher, 1884 
1. An Hour with Charlotte Bronte. By Laura C. Holloway. Funk 
& Wagnalls, 1864. 


8 The Bronté Family, with special reference to Patrick Branwell 
Bron@. By Francis A. Leyland. Hurst & Blackett, 1886. 

9, The Life of Charlotte Bronte. By Augustine Birrell, Q.C., M.P. 
‘Walter Scott, 1887. 

10, The Bront Country: ite Topography, Antiquities, and History. 
By J. A. Erskine Stuart, Longmans, Green, & Co., 1888. 

M1. The Literary Shrines of Yorkshire. By J. A. Erokine Btunrt. 
Longmans, Green, & Co., 1892. 

12, The Brontés in Ireland. By William Wright, D.D. Hodder & 
‘Stoughton, 1893. 

18. The Father of the Brontés, By W. W. Yates. Leeds: F. R, Spark 
& Bon, 1807. 

14. Brontiana: the Reo. Patrick Bronté, A.B., His Collected Works 
and Life. Falited, &c., by J. Horstull Turner. Bingley : 
‘T. Harrison & Sons, 1898, 

15, The Bronté Homeland, By J. Ramsden. The Roxburghe Prees, 
1898. 

16, Thornton and the Bronti, By William Scruton, Bradford 
‘Jolin Dale, 1898. 

17. The Bronté Soviety Publications, Edited by Butler Wood. Brut 
fond: M. Field & Sons, 1895-99. 








To each of the above works I am indebted for certain 
facts incorporated in the notes, and I thank their 
authors accordingly. I have also to thank Mr. George 
Smith, of Messrs, Smith, Elder, & Co., for kindly plac- 
ing at my disposal a number of hitherto unpublished 
letters by Miss Bronté addressed either to him or to his 
firm. These new letters should alone, I think, give 
special interest to this new edition. Certain brief ex- 
tracts from my own bovk’ on the Brontés will also 


Charlotte Bronte aud her Cirele, by Clement K. Shorter (Hodder 
& Stoughton). 
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Gaskell’s biography has already been published," and it 
is therefore scarcely necessary to recapitulate. The 
letter in which Mr. Bronté definitely requested Mrs. 
Gaskell to undertake a biography of hia daughter has, 
however, but just been unearthed." It is an interesting 
contribution to the bibliography of the subject. Charlotte 
Bronté had died on the 8rd of the previous March :— 


TO MRS, GASKELL, MANCHESTER. 


Haworth, near Keighley : June 16, 1858. 

My dear Madam,—Finding that a great many scribblers, 
as well as some clever and truthfal writers, have published 
articles in newspapers and tracts respecting my dear 
daughter Charlotte since her death, and seeing that many 
things that have been stated are untrue, but more false 
(sic) ; and having reason to think that some may venture 
to write her life who will be ill-qualified for the undertaking, 
I can see no better plan under the circumstances than to 
apply to some established author to write a brief account 
of her life and to make somo remarks on her works. 
‘You seem to mo to be the best qualified for doing what I 
wish should be done. If, therefore, you will be 20 kind as 
to publish a long or short account of her life and worke, 
just as you may deem expodient and proper, Mr. Nicholls 
and I will give you euch information as you may require. 

I shonld expect and requost that you would afix your 
name, go that the work might obtain a wide cironlati¢n 
and be handed down to the latest times. Whatever profits 
might arise from the sale would, of course, belong to you. 
You are the first to whom I have applied. Mr. Nicholls 
approves of the step I have taken, and could my daughter 








1 In Charlotte Bronté and her Circle. 


* The original is fn the possession of Mr. George Smith, of Mesars. 
Smith, Elder, & Co. 
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present, but I now know how they are inclined to me—I 
know how my writings havo affected their wise and pare 


minds. The knowledge is present support and, perhaps, 
may be future armour.! 


‘Miss Bronté and Mrs. Gaskell first met at the house 
of a common friend, Sir James Kay -Shuttleworth, the 
Briery, Windermere, on August 10, 1850. The friend. 
ship then formed was cemented by an exchange of 
visite. Miss Bronté visited Mrs. Gaskell in her Man- 
chester home first in 1851, and afterwards in 1853, and 
in the autumn of 1853 Mrs. Gaskell stayed at the Par. 
sonage at Haworth. Other aspects of their friendship 
are pleasantly treated of in the ‘Life.’ 

To trace the growth, bibliographically, of Mrs. Gas- 
kell’s famous book is an easy task. From the moment 
that she received Mr. Bronté’s request the author of 
‘Mary Barton ’ set to work with enthusiasm. She wrote 
letter after letter to evory friond connected with the 
Bronté story —to Mr. George Smith, the publisher, to 
Mr. Smith Williams, that publisher's literary adviser, to 
Ellon Nussey and Mary Taylor, Charlotte Bronté’s old 
schoolfellows at Roe Head, to Margaret Wooler, her old 
schoolmistress, and to Letitia Wheelwright, the friend 
of her Brussels life All the correspondence has been 
preserved, and copies of it are in my hands. It relates 
with delightful enthusiasm the writer’s experience in 
biography-making. er visits to Miss Nussey and Miss 
‘Wooler secured to her a number of Miss Bronté’s letters, 
She thus acknowledges — on Sept. 6, 1856 — those that 
Miss Nussey lent to her :— 


"Letter to W. 8. Williams dated November 20, 1849. 
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effort to produce a biography in which thoroughness 
and accuracy should have a part with good writing and 
sympathetio interpretation. 

‘At first, indeed, it seemed as if a perfect success 
crowned Mrs. Gaskell’s efforts. The book was published 
in two volumes, under the title of the ‘ Life of Charlotte 
Bronté, in the spring of 1857. It went into a second 
edition immediately, the addition of a single foot note 
concerning ‘Tabby’ being the only variation between 
the two issues. Not only the publio but the intimate 
relations and friends appeared to be satisfied. Mr. 
Bronté wrote the following letter to Mr. George Smith, 
of Smith, Elder, & Co. :— 


TO GEORGE SMITH, B&Q., OORNHILI, LONDON. 


Haworth, near Keighley: March 80, 1857. 
Dear Sir,—I thank you and Mrs. Gaskell for the bio- 
graphical books you have sent me. I have read them with 
a high degree of melancholy interest, and consider them 
amongst the ablest, most interesting, and best works of the 
kind. Mrs. Gaskell, though moving in what was to her a 
new line—a somewhat critical matter—has done herself 
great credit by this biographical work, which I donbt not 
will place her higher in literary fame even than she stood 
before. Notwithstanding that I have formed my own 
opinion, from which the critics cannot shake me, I am cn- 
rious to know what they may say. I will thank yon, there- 
fore, to send me two or three newspapers containing oriti- 
cisms on the biography, and I will remit the price of them 

to yon in letter stamps. 
I remain, dear Sir, yours respectfully and truly, 
P. Bronte. 


And to the author of the book he wrote with even 
stronger expressions of satisfaction— 
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tween her and Miss Bronté. A Lady Scott (Mrs. Rob- 
inson, of Thorp Green), whose name had been unpleas- 
antly associated with Branwell Bronté on the strength 
of statements in his sisters’ letters, wrote through her 
lawyer demanding an apology. The last scandal is dis- 
cussed at length in Miss Mary F. Robinsoa’s ‘Emily 
Bronté,’ Mr. Leyland’s ‘ Bronté Family, and in ‘Char 
lotte Bronté and Her Circle.’ It need not be further 
referred to here, as the modification that its correction 
necessitated in the third edition of the ‘ Memoir’ in no 
way impaired, but indeed materially improved, the artis- 
tic value of the book. A comparison of the third edition 
with its predecessors, while it reveals on the one side 
omissions amounting to a couple of pages, shows also 
the addition of new letters and of much fresh informa- 
tion. The present publishers have felt, in any cage, that 
having once withdrawn the earlier issues of the book as 
containing statements considered to be libellous, they 
could not be responsible for a republication of those state- 
ments. This edition is, therefore, an exact reproduction 
of the third edition, the only changes being the substi- 
tution of the name Ellen for the initial ‘E.,’ and of ‘ Miss 
Wooler’ for ‘Miss W.,’ changes which, although trifling, 
will, it is believed, save the reader some irritation. In 
the few cases of necessary verification in which a name 
has been added in the text it is placed in brackets. The 
notes, which the Editor has endeavoured to make as few 
as possible, are so printed that they can be completely 
ignored when desired. 

Two hitherto unpublished letters of Mr. Bronté’s 
fittingly close the correspondence to which Mrs. Gas- 
kell’s ‘ Memoir’ gave rise. 
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made declensions very ridiculously wide ; others have used 
the surer rifle and come nearer the mark; but all have 
proved that there is still space left for improvement, both 
in theory and practice. Had I but half Mr. Thackeray's 
talents in giving » photograph likeness of human nature I 
might have selected and might yet select a choice number 
of these practising volunteers, and, whether they liked it 
or not, give their portraits to the ourious public. If organ- 
lees spirits seo as we soe, and fool as we feel, in 
terial clogging world, my daughter Charlotte’ 
receive additional happiness on scanning the remarks of 
her Ancient Favourite. In the last letter I received from 
you you mentioned that Mrs. Smith was in delicate health ; 
T hope that she is now well. I need scarcely request you 
to excuse all fanlts in this hasty scrawl, since a man in 
his eighty-fourth year generally lots his age plead his 
apology. 











I remain, my dear Sir, 
Yours very respoctfally and traly, 
P. Bronri. 


‘I did so long to tell the truth,’ writes Mrs. Gaskell to 
a friend on her return from Rome, ‘and I believe now 
that I hit as near the truth asany one could. I weighed 
every line with my whole power and heart, so that 
every line should go to its great purpose of making her 
known and valued as one who had gone through such 
a terrible life with a brave and faithful heart. One 
comfort is that God knows the truth.’ 

Cuemcnt K. Sorter. 
March 19, 1900. 


T have to thank Mr. J. J. Sreav, of Heckmondwike, 
Yorkshire, and Mr. Butter Woop, of the Free Library, 


ae, 
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Bradford, for valuable suggestions. Iam grateful to Mr. 
Roose Inarkw for giving the book an index for the first 
time, and thereby saving me from the anathema which 
has been passed upon unindexed books. I have, above 
all, to express my obligations to the Rev. A.B. Nionozzs, 
Charlotte Bronté’s husband, for kind and generous as- 
sistance in this as in my previous attempt to throw new 
light upon his wife’s career. 





A BRONTE CHRONOLOGY 
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CHARLOTTE BRONTE 


CHAPTER I 


Tax Leods and Skipton roilway rans along a deep valley 
of the Aire; a slow and sluggish stream, compared with 
the neighbouring river of Wharfe. Keighley station is on 
this line of railway, about a quarter of a mile from the 
town of the same name. The number of inhabitants and 
the importance of Keighley have been very greatly in- 
creased during the last twenty yoars, owing to the rapidly 
extended market for worsted manufactures, » branch of 
industry that mainly employs the factory population of 
this part of Yorkshire, which has Bradford for its contre 
and metropolis. 

Keighley’ is in process of transformation from a popu- 
lous old-fashioned village into a still more populous and 








'The population of Keighley was 18,878 in 1941, 21,859 in 1861, 
‘and 90,810 in 1891. Keighley is now borough and is growing very 
rapidly. The old narrow streets have disappeared to a far greater e1 
tent than at the time when Birs. Guskell visited the town, Keighl 
‘at present boasts many wide and handsome th 
several extensive machine works and two pul A large 
educational institute has grown out of the old Mechanics’ Institute, 
from which the Brontes were accustomed to borrow book. 

i ‘about a quarter of a mile from the town,’ the inter- 
space being now covered with houses, 




























HAWORTH PARSONAGE AND CHURCH 5 


road is at the side, the path goes round the corner into the 
little plot of ground. Undernesth the windows is s narrow 
flower-border, carefully tended in days of yore, although 
only the most hardy plants could be made to grow there. 
Within the stone wall, which keeps out the surrounding 
churehyard, are bushes of elder and lilac; the rest of the 
gronnd is occupied bys square grass- plot and a gravel 
walk. The house is of grey stone, two stories high, heay- 
ily roofed with flags, in order to resist the winds that might 
strip off a lighter covering. It appears to have been built 
about a hundred years ago, and to consiat of four rooms on 
each story ; the two windows on the right (as the visitor 
stands with his back to the church, ready to enter in at the 
front door) belonging to Mr. Bronté’s study, the two on the 
left to the family sitting-room. Everything about the place 
tells of the most dainty order, the most exquisite cleanli- 
ness. The doorsteps are spotless; the small old-fashioned 
window-panes glitter like looking-glass. Inside and outside 
of that house cleanliness goes up into its essence, purity.* 
The church lies, as I mentioned, above most of the 
houses in the village ; and the graveyard risos above the 
church, and is terribly full of upright tombstones. The 
cbapel or church claims greater antiquity than any other in 








this in the external aspect of the present edifice, unloss it 


"An entirely different aspect is afforded to-day. ‘Troos have been 
planted, much money has been spent in careful garden! 
lurge dining-room, extending from back to front, has been 
side of the house nearest the rond. There was n gateway, now brickod 
up, but traceable at the end of the garden, from which the churchyard 
could be entered, but this gateway was only opened for the carrying 
out of the dead. It was opened for Mra. Bronte, Miss Branwell, 
Patrick, Emily, Charlotte, and their father successively, 

The incumbency of Haworth, after Mr. Brontt's death In 1861, 
passed to the Rev. John Wade, who occupied the parsonage until 
1896, when he resigned and was succeeded by the Rev. ‘T. W. Storey, 
‘who up to that time lad been senior curate of the Bradford Parish 
Church, 
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old enough nor modern enongh to compel notice. The 
pews are of black oak, with high divisions ; and the names 
of those to whom they belong are painted in white letters 
on the doors. There aro neither brasees, nor altar-tombs, 
nor monuments, but there is a mural tablet ' on the right- 
hand side of the Communion table, bearing the following 
inscription :— 
mane 
LUE THE REMAINS OF 
MARIA BRONTE, WIFE 
ov THE: 
‘REV. P. BRONTE, 4.B., MINISTER OF HAWORTH. 
ER souL 
DEPARTED TO THE SAVIOUR, SEPT, 10TH, 1621, 
MH THE 9TH YEAR OF HER AOE. 
* Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of 
Man cometh.'—Mattnew xxiv. 44. 





ble, but they did not answer the incumbent's challenge that they 
should first raise money and then make a counter-proposal. Articles 
and letters of protest appeared in the Londoo Standard (Uhroughout 
April 1879) and in the Leeds Mercury (April 3, April 80, June 20, 1878); 
‘and @ public meeting was held at Haworth, at which a resolution 
enndemning the proposed destruction of the church was carried by 
large majority. The advocates of demolition triumphed, however. 
‘The Consistory Court for the Diocese of Ripon, with which the ult 
mate decision lay, decided for rebuilding, and what might bave been 
today a pathetic memorial of a remarkable family was doomed to de: 
struction, It would have becn easy to find a fresh site for a new 
church, and to retain the old one, as has been done at Shaftesbury 
and in many other English towns, but the church in which Mr. Bronta 
preached and his daughters worshipped for so many years has been 
entirely destroyed. Tho tower—the only genuinely ol portion of 
the structure—was preserved. The closing services at Haworth Old 
Church took place on September 14, 1879, and the new church was 
consecrated on February 22, 1881. 

‘Phe mural tablet here referred to was probably broken up at the 
time of the destruction of the old church. Sundry pew doors, lamp 
brackets, and other mementos of the old church, after having been 
long in the possession of a dealer, were disposed of by auction at 
Sotheby's sale rooms fn London on July 2, 1898. 











TABLETS OF THE BRONTE FAMILY S 


‘At the upper part of this tablet ample spaco is allowed 
between the lines of the inscription; when the first me- 
morials were written down, the survivors their fond af- 
fection, thought little of the margin and verge they were 
leaving for those who were still living. But as one dead 
member of the household follows another fast to the grave 
the lines are pressed together, and the lettera become small 
‘and cramped. After the record of Anne’s death there is 
room for no other. 

But one more of that generation—the last of that nursery 
of six little motherless children—was yet to follow, before 
the survivor, the childless and widowed father, found his 
rest. On another tablet, below the first, the following rec- 
ord has been added to that mournful |i 




















ADJOINING LIK TIE REMAINS OF 
CHARLOTTE, WIFE 
oF THE 
REY, ARTHUR BELL NICHOLLS, A.B., 
AND DAUGHTER OF THE REV. P. BRONTE, A. 
SHE DIRD MARCH S1eT, 1965, INT 
YEAR OF HER AGE,’ 





INCUMBENT, 
wre 








"In the month of April 1858 « neat mural tablet was erected within 
the Communion railing of the Church at Haworth, to the memory of 
the deceased members of the Brontt family. The tablet is of white 
Carrara marble on » ground of dove-coloured marble, with a cornice 
surmounted by an ornamental pediment of chaste design. Between 
the brackets which support the tablet ls inscribed the sacred mono- 
gram 1.1.8 in Old English letters, 

‘This tablet, which corrects the error in the former tablet ns to the 
age of Anne Bronte, bears the following inscription in Roman letters, 
the initials, however, being in Old English 





‘In Mewony oF 
‘Maria, wife of the Rev. P. Bront®, A.B., Minister of Haworth, 
She died Sept. 15th, 1821, in the 89th year of her age. 
* Also of Maria, their daughter, who died May Gth, 1825, in the 12h 
year of her age. 








CHAPTER II 


For a right understanding of the life of my dear friend, 
Charlotte Bronté, it appears to me more necessary in her 
case than in most others that the reader should be made 
acquainted with the peculiar forms of population aud so- 
ciety amidst which hor earliest years wore passed, and from 
which both her own and her sister’é first impressions of 
human life must have been received. I shall endeavour, 
therefore, before proceeding further with my work, to pre- 
sent some idea of the character of the people of Haworth 
and the surrounding districts. 

Even an inhabitant of the neighbouring county of Lan- 
caster 1s struck by tho peculiar forco of character which 
the Yorkshiremen display.’ This makes them interesting 
asa race; while, at the same time, as individuals the re- 
markable degree of self-sufficiency they possess gives them 
an air of independence rather apt to repel a stranger. I 
use this expression ‘sclf-sufficioncy’ in the largest sense. 
Conscious of the strong sagacity and the dogged power of 
will which seem almost the birthright of the natives of the 
West Riding, oach man relies upon himself, and seeks no 
help at the hands of his neighbour. From rarely requiring 
the assistance of others, he comes to doubt the power of 
bestowing it; from the general success of his offorts, he 
grows to depend upon them, and to over-esteem his own 





*+Bome of the West Ridingern nre very angry,’ Mise Nussey wrote 
to Mra, Gnokell a few months after the frat edition of the * Memoir’ 
‘was publiubed, ‘and declare they aro half a century in civilisation 
before some of the Lancashire folk, and that this neighbourhood fs a 
Paradise compared with some districts not fur from Muuchcster.” 

















DESCENDANTS OF THE PURITANS 13 


and oxtensive knowledge on subjects of both homo and for- 
eign politics existing at the prosent day in tho villages ly- 
ing west and east of the mountainous ridgo that separates 
Yorkshire and Lancaster, the inhabitants of which are of 
the same race and possess tho samo quality of character. 

The descendants of many who served ander Cromwell at 
Dunbar live on the same lands as their ancestors occupied 
then ; and perhaps thero is no part of England where the 
traditional and fond recollections of the Commonwealth 
have lingered #0 long as in that inhabited by the woollen 
manufacturing population of tho West Riding, who had 
the restrictions taken off their trado by the Protector's 
admirable commercial policy. I havo it on good authority 
that, not thirty years ago, the plirase ‘in Oliver’s days’ 
was in common use to denote a timo of unusnal prosperity. 
The class of Christian names prevalent in a district is one 
indication of the direction in which its tide of hero-worship 
sets. Cérave enthusiasts in politics or religion perceive not 
the ludicrous side of those which they give to their chil- 
dren ; and some are to be found, still in their infancy, not 
a dozen miles from Haworth, that will havo to go through 
lite as Lamartine, Kossuth, and Dembinsky. And go there 
is a testimony to what I have said, of the traditional feel- 
ing of the district, and in fact that the Old ‘Testament 
names in general use among the Puritans are yet the prev- 
alent appellations in most Yorkshire families of middle or 
humble rank, whatever their religious persuasion may be. 
There are numerous records, too, that show the kindly 
way in which tho ejected ministers were received by the 
gentry, as well as by the poorer part of the i 
during the persecuting days of Charles II. These little 
facta all testify to the old hereditary spirit of indepen- 
dence, realy ever to resist authority which was conceived 
to be unjustly exercised, that distinguishes the peuple of 
the West Riding to the present day. 

The parish of Halifax touches that of Bradford. in which 
the chapelry of Haworth is included ; and the nature uf the 
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“From Penigent to Pendle Hill, 
‘From Linton to Long. Addingham 
‘And all that Craven coasts did ull,” do— 


‘one of the places that sent forth its fighting men to the 
famous old battle of Flodden Field, and a village not many 
miles from Haworth. 

‘We were driving along the street, when one of those 
ne’er-do-weel lads who seem to have a kind of magnetic 
power for misfortunes, having jumped into the stream that 
rans through the place, just where all the broken glass and 
dottles are thrown, staggered naked amd nearly covered 
with blood into a cottage before us. Besides receiving an- 
other bad cut in the arm, he had completely laid open the 
artery, and was in a fair way of bleeding to death—which, 
one of his relations comforted him by saying, would be 
likely to ‘save a deal o’ trouble.’ 

When my husband had checked the effusion of blood with 
astrap that one of the bystanders unbuckled from his leg, 
he asked if a surgeon had been sent for. 

© Yoi,’ was tho answor ; ‘bat we dinua think he'll come’ 

«Why not ? 

*« He’s owd, yo socn, and asthmatic, and it’s up-hill.’ 

‘My husband, taking a boy for his guide, drove as fast as 
he could to the surgeon’s honse, which was about three- 
quarters of 8 mile off, and mot the aunt of the wounded lad 
leaving it. 

“Is he coming inquired my husband. 

“Well, he didna’ say he wouldna’ come.’ 

‘Bat tell him the lad may bleed to death.’ 

‘I did’ 

«And what did he say ? 

«Why, only “ D—n him ; what do I car 

It ended, however, in his sonding ono of song, who, 
though not brought up to ‘the surgering trade,’ was able to 
do what was necessary in the way of bandages and plasters. 
The excuse made for the surgeon was that ‘he was near 

2 

































































HAWORTH CIARACTERISTICS 35 


women, single or donble, traversed the way to Bradford 
Church. The inn and church appeared to bo in nataral 
connection, and, as tho labours of the Temperance Society 
had then to begin, the interests of sobriety were not al- 
ways consulted. On remounting their steeds they com- 
menced with a race, and not unfrequently an inebriate or 
unskilful horseman or woman was put hors de combat. A 
race also was frequent at tho end of theso wedding expe- 
ditions, from the bridge to tho toll-bar at Haworth. The 
racecourse you will know to be anything but lovel. 

Into the midst of this lawless yet not unkindly popula- 
tion Mr. Bronté bronght his wife and six little children, in _ 
February 1820. There are those yet alive who remember 
seven heavily laden carta lumbering slowly up the long 
stone streot, bearing the ‘new parson’s’ housohold goods 
to hie fature abode. 

One wonders how the bleak aspect of her new home— 
the low oblong stone parsonage, high up, yet with a atill 
higher background of eweeping moors—atruck on the 
gentle, delicate wife, whose health even then was failing. 
















































































































































































































































































18) THE HECKMONDWIKE ‘LECTURE’ 1a. 


their wild manners and insubordinate ways. And the girls 
talked of the little world around them, as if it were the 
only world that was; and had their opinions and their 
parties, and their flerce discussions like their elders—pos- 
sibly their betters. And among them, beloved and re- 
speoted by all, laughed at occasionally by a few, but always 
to her face, lived, for a year and a half, the plain, short- 
sighted, oddly dressed, studious little girl they called 
Charlotte Bronta, 






























































185 PROSPECT OF SEPARATION 141 


sad —at the thoughts of leaving home; bat duty— 
necessity—these are stern mistresses, who will not be dis- 
obeyed. Did I not once say you ought to be thankfal for 
your independence? I felt what I said at the time, and I 
Tepeat it now with double earnestness; if anything would 
cheer me, it is the idea of being so near you. Surely you 
and Polly will come and see me ; it would be wrong in me 
to doubt it; you wore never unkind yet. Emily and I 
leave home on tho 27th of this month ; tho idea of being 
together consoles us both somewhat, and, trath, since I 
must enter a situation, “my lines have fallen in pleasant 
places.” I both love and respect Miss Wooler.’ 


"Mary Taylor. 




































































































































































































































































THE HEGRE PRXSOSTAT, UR DAREELE, BROSSERS—CENTHAL AVESCE OF THE OARDEX. 




































































TRE NAIKD 'PRNSLOWSAT,” BUR D'IEABELLE, BAUERLA—THE FORMODEX ALLEY, 





























1813 AT HOME AT HAWORTH 257 


sho fall back into the old honsehold ways; with more of 
household independence than she could ever have had dur- 
ing her aunt’s lifetime. Winter though it was, the sisters 
took their accustomed walks on the snow-covered moors; - 
or went often down the long road to Keighley, for such 
books as had been added to the library there during their 
long absence from England. 













































































































































































1846 THE FAILURE OF THE ‘POEMS’ 315 


Once more, in September, she writos, ‘ As the work has 
received no farther notice from any periodical, I presume 
the demand for it has not greatly increased.” 

In the biographical notice of hor sisters she thus speaks of 
the failure of the modest hopes vested in this publication :-— 

“The book was printed ; it is scarcely known, and all of 
it that merits to bo known are the poems of Ellis Boll. 

“The fixed conviction I held, and hold, of the worth of 
these poems has not, indood, received the confirmation of 
much favourable criticism ; but I must retain it notwith- 
standing,’ 


Warwick. The original autographs are framed and In the possession 
of the Bronte Muscum at Haworth. 









































1846 THE CLOSE OF 1846 329 


I suspect, on the contrary, that there are not unfrequently 
substantial reasons underneath for customs that appear to 
us absurd ; and if I were ever again to find myself amongst 
strangers I should be solicitous to examine before I con- 
demned. Indiscriminating irony and fault-finding are 
just sumphishness, and that is all. Anne is now much 
better, but papa has been for near « fortnight far from well 
with the influenza; he has at times a most distressing 
cough, and his spirits are much depressed.” 


So ended the year 1846, 











































































































































































































394 LIFE OF CHARLOTTE BRONTE 


quietly there all the time that the burial service was being 
read. When he came home he lay down at Emily’s chamber 
door, and howled pitifully for many days. Anne Brontd 
drooped and sickened more rapidly from that time; and 
so ended the year 1848. 
















































































































































































FACSIMILE OF A LETTER FROM CHARLOTTE BRONTE TO 
MRS, SMITH 


Pn gk fis 





aa): ee Oe 
tren ke attache ne pm WRK 
Yo wel eg angel ada 


ae ee Mes 
fe ee Zale y 


ey a gray om 









































































































































& 





_ 










































































































































































































































































1883 LETTER TO ELLEN 585. 


weather is changed ; the return of the south-west wind suits 
me; bat I hope you have no cause to regret the departure 
of your favourite east wind. ... I read in a French book 
lately a sentence to this effect, that “marriage might be 
defined as the state of twofold selfishness.” Let the single 
therefore take comfort. Thank you for Mary G.’s letter. 
She does seem most happy; and I cannot tell you how 
much more real, lasting, and better warranted her bappi- 
ness seoms than ever Amelia’s did. I think a0 much of it 
in in herself, and her own serene, pure, trusting, religions 
nature. Amelia's always gives me the idea of a vacillating, 
unsteady rapture, entirely dependent on circumstances 
with all their fluctuations. If Mary lives to be a mother, 
you will then see a greater difference. 

“I wish you, dear Ellen, all hoalth and enjoyment in 
your visit; and, ax far as one can judge at present, there 
seems a fair prospect of the wish being realised.—Yours 
sincerely, C. Bronte.’ 
























































1963 VISIT TO LONDON 601 


T hope to seo you if all be well. Should there be any objection to this 
day, you will kindly let me know. My father is thus far passing the 
winter 20 well that I can look forward to leaving home for a little 
while with a comparatively easy mind ; he seems also pleased that I 
should have a little change. I should leave Leeds at twenty-five 
minutes past ten in the morning, and, if I understand Bradshaw 
rightly, should arrive in Euston Square at fifteen minutes past four in 
the afternoon. 

* It grieved me to see that the Times has shown its teeth at Hemond 
with a courteously malignant grin which seems to say that It never 
forgets a gradge. 

“I want to know what Mr. Smith thinks about Villette coming out 
so nearly at the same time with Mrs, Gaskell’s new work Rudi, Iam 
afraid he will not regard the coincidence as auspicious ; but I hope 
s00n to be able to hear bis verbal opinion. 

“Trasting that all in “Gloucester Terrace” bave spent a merry 
Christmas, and wishing to each and every one, by anticipation, a hap- 
Py pew year.” 







































































CHAPTER XXVII 


Avren her visit to Manchester she had to return to @ re- 
opening of the painful circumstances of the previous win- 
ter, aa the time drow near for Mr. Nicholle’s departure 
trom Haworth. A testimonial of respect from the parish- 
ioners' was presented, at a public meeting, to one who had 
faithfally served them for eight years: and he left the 
place, and she saw no chance of hearing a word about him 
in the fature, unless it was some second-hand scrap of in- 
telligence, dropped out accidentally by one of the neigh- 
bouring clergymen. 

Early in June I roceived the following letter from Miss 
Bronté:— 

‘Haworth : June 1, 1853, 

«June is come, and now I want to know if you can come 
on Thuraday, the 9th inst. 

“Evor since I was at Manchester I have been anticipating 

Not that I attompt to justify myself in asking 
as I told yon, here in 
this house. Papa too takes great interest in the matter. I 
only pray that the weather may be fine, and that a cold, by 
which Iam now stupefied, may be gone before the 9th, 20 
that I may have no let and hindrance in taking yon on to 
the moore—the eole, but, with one who loves nature as you 
do, not despicable, resource. 

“When you take leave of the domestic cirole and turn 





"A gold watch, which is atill in the possession of Mr. Nicholle, 
‘The following {nscription ts engraved upon it: * Presented to the Rev. 
A.B. Nicholls, B.A., by the teachers, scholars, and congregation of 
St. Michael's, Haworth Yorkshire, May 25, 1958." 
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185 HER LAST LLLNESS 651 


had bad, lingering sor throst and cold, which hung 
about her and made her thin and weak. 


«Did I tell you that our poor little Flosay is dead ? She 
drooped for a single day, and died quietly in the night 
without pain. ‘The loss even of a dog was very saddening ; 
yet, perhaps, no dog ever had a happier life or an easier 
death.’ 


On Christmas Day sho and her husband walked to the 
poor old woman whose calf she had been eet to sock in 
former and less happy days, carrying with them a great 
spice cake to make glad her heart. On Christmas Day 
many s humble meal in Haworth was made more plontifal 
by her gifts. 
~ Early in the new year (1855) Mr. and Mrs. Nicholls went 
to visit Sir James Kay-Shuttleworth at Gawthorpe. ‘They 
only remained two or three days, but it so fell out that she 
increased her lingering cold by a long walk over damp 
ground in thin shoes. 

Soon after her return she was attacked by new sensations 
of perpetual nausea and ever recurring faintness. After 
this state of things had lasted for some time she yielded to 
Mr. Nicholls’s wish that a doctor should be sent for. He 
came, and assigned a natural causo for hor miserable indie- 
position ; @ little patience and all would go right. Sho, 
who was cver paticut in illness, tried hard to bear up and 
bear on. But the dreadful sicknoss increased and in- 
creased, till the very sight of food occasioned nausea. ‘A 
wren would have starved on what she ate during those Inst 
six weeks,’ says one. Tabby’s health had enddenly and ut- 
terly given way, and she diod in this time of distross and 
anxiety respecting the last daughter of the house she had 
served so long. Martha tenderly waited on her mistress, 
and from time to time tried to cheer her with the thought of 
the baby that was coming. ‘I dare say I shall be glad some 
time,’ she would say; ‘but I am so 
Then she took to her bed, too weak to sit up. From that 
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I do not think she ever wrote a line again.' Long day 
and longer nighte went by ; still the same relentless nausea 
and faintness, and still borne on in patient trast. Abont 
the third week in March there was a chango; a low, wan- 
dering deliriam came on ; and in it she begged constantly 
for food and even for stimulants, Sho ewallowed eagerly 
now ; but it was too late. Wakening for an instant from 
this stupor of intelligence, she saw her husband’s woo- 
worn face, and caught the sound of some murmured words 
of prayer that God would spare her. ‘Ohl’ she whispered 
forth, ‘I am not going to die, am I? He will not separate 
us, we have been so happy.” 

Early on Saturday morning, March 31, the solemn toll- 
ing of Haworth church bell spoke forth the fact of her 
death to the villagers who had known her from a child, 
and whose hearts shivered within them us thoy thought of 
the two sitting desolate and alone in the old grey house. 














1 This letter to Miss Nussey would seem to have been written a Iit- 
He later. It is not dated, but it is printed later in the privately 
Issued volume of letters to which reference has been made elso- 
where -— 

“My dear Ellen,—Thank you very much for Mrs, Hewitt’s sensible, 
clearJetter. ‘Thank her too. In much her case was wonderfully like 
mine, but I am reduced to greater weakness ; the skeleton emaciation 
fs the same. I cannot talk. Even to my dear, patient, constant 
Arthur I can say but few words at once. 

‘Thee last two days I have been somewhat better, and have taken 
some beef-tes, a spoonful of wine and water, a mouthful of light pud- 
ding at different times, 

“Dear Ellen, I realise full well what you have gove through and 
will have to go through with poor Meroy. Oh, may you continue to 
be supported and not sink! Bickness here has been terribly rife, 
Kindest regards to Mr. and Mrs. Clapham, your mother, Mercy. 
Write when you ean.—Yours, 











“C. B. Nrcnouts.” 





1885 MOURNERS AT HER FUNERAL 655 


families in the parish was bidden to the fnneral ; and it be- 
came an act of self-denial in many a poor household to give 
up to another the privilege of paying their last homage to 
her ; and those who wore excluded from the formal train 
of mourners thronged the churchyard and church, to soe 
carried forth and laid beside her own people, her whom, 
not many months ago, they had looked at as a pale white 
bride, entering on » new life with trembling happy hope. 

Among those humble friends who passionately grieved 
over the dead was a village girl that had been betrayed 
‘some little time before, but who had found a holy sister in 
Charlotte. Sho had sheltered her with her help, her coun- 
sel, her strengthening words; had ministered to her necds 
in her time of trial. Bitter, bitter was the grief of this 
poor young woman, when she heard that her friend was 
sick unto death, and deep is her mourning until this day. 
A blind girl, living some four miles trom Haworth, loved 
Mrs. Nicholls eo dearly that, with many cries and entreaties, 
implored those about her to lead her along the roads, 
and over the moor paths, that she might hear the last sol- 
emn words, ‘Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dnst to dust; 
in sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 

Such were the mourners over Charlotte Bronté’s grave. 








I have little more to say. If my readers find that I have 
not said enough, I have said too much. I cannot measure 
or judge of such a character as hers. I cannot map out 
vices, and virtues, and debatable land. One who know her 
long and well—the ‘ Mary’ of this Lite—writes thus of her 


‘as ours, and that when trouble does come you may receive due ald 
from Heaven, is the sincere wish and ardent prayer of 
“Yours very respectfully and truly, 
“P, Browrit, 


‘To 
“George Smith, Eeq., 
“@5 Cornhill, London.’ 
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